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assimilate the sentences one meets with in many books for
children, but the memory retains them and the child ib
put in the false attitude of one who offers pseudo-know-
ledge   Most of the geography books, for example, require
to be translated into terms of literature before they can
be apprehended   Great confidence is placed in dia-
grammatic and pictorial representation, and it is true
that children enjoy diagrams and understand them as
they enjoy and understand puzzles , but there is apt to
be in their minds a great gulf between the diagram and
the fact it illustrates   We trust much to pictures, lantern
slides, cinematograph displays , but without labour there
is no profit, and probably the pictures which remain
with us are those which we have first conceived through
the medium of words , pictures may help us to conect
our notions, but the imagination does not work upon a
visual presentation, we lay the phrases of a description
on our palette and make our own pictures, (works of
art belong to another category)   We recollect how Dr
Arnold was uneasy until he got details enough to form a
mental picture of a place new to him   So it is with
children and all persons of original mind   a map to put
the place in position, and then, all about it, is what we
want

Readings in literature, whether of prose or poetry,
should generally illustrate the histoiical period studiecf,
but selections should be avoided, childien should read
the whole book or the whole poem to which they are
introduced Here we are confronted by a serious diffi-
culty Plato, we know, determined that the poets in his
" Republic " should be well looked after lest they should
write matter to corrupt the morals of youth, aware of
what happened in Europe when the flood-gates of know-
ledge were opened, Erasmus was anxiously solicitous
on this score; and it is a little sui prising to find that here,
Rossetti was on the side of the angels. Will the pub-